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Mr. CAPPER, from the Committee on Military Affairs, submitted the
following

REPORT

[To accompany H. R. 82671

The Committee on Military Affairs, to which was referred the bill
(H. R. 8267) for the purchase of land adjoining Fort Bliss, Tex.,
after carefully considering the same, recommends that it pass.
The necessity for this legislation is set forth in the following letter

from the Secretary of War and the statement submitted by Maj.
Gen. Robert L. Howze United States Army, commanding general
of the Eighth Corps Area, in which Fort Bliss is located, to a sub-.
committee of the Committee on Military Affairs:

JANUARY 26, 1925.
HOD. JAMES W. WADSWORTH, Jr.

Chairman Committee on Military Affairs, United States Senate.
MY DEAR SENATOR WADSWORTH: Replying to your request of January 20,

1925, asking for a report on the merits of bill S. 3837, introduced by Senator
Sheppard, for the purchase of land adjoining Fort Bliss, Tex., I am pleased to
advise you that this matter has been more or less constantly before the War
Department since 1919.
There is real need for the additional lands in question adjacent to Fort Bliss

for the training and target practice of the troops of that command, as the War
Department has for several years rented substantially the same area for a maneu-
ver camp site and drill grounds for the troops stationed at Fort Bliss. The
prices proposed do not appear to be excessive, but the War Department has not 

iconsidered it advisable to take the initiative n proposing the acquisition of this
property because of the necessity for economy and retrenchment and the result-
ing displacement from the War Department budget of items considered more
urgently necessary.
However, in view of the present need for this land, I believe that this pur-

chase is desirable as a military asset and to obviate the payment of rental therefor.
The Director of the Bureau of the Budget has been consulted and he advises

me that the proposed legislation in the form in which it was pased by the House
of Representatives in H. R. 8267 is not in conflict with the financial program of
the President, with the understanding that no expenditure will be required
for this fiscal year.
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Inasmuch as the House bill mentioned above will undoubtedly be the one
which your committee will now consider, no further statement is deemed neces-
sary with respect to S. 3837.

Sincerely yours,
JOHN W. WEEKS, Secretary of War.

STATEMENT OF GENERAL HOWZE

THE NECESSITY FOR AN INCREASE IN SIZE OF THE FORT BLISS RESERVATION—IT
WILL BE PERMANENT

FORT BLISS, TEX., January 5, 1925.
Fort Bliss is, and will continue to be, the most important strategical defensive

point along the United States-Mexican border, as long as the international
boundary remains where it is.
The "Paso del Norte" is the natural route from Mexico into the United States

and vice versa. It has been used since the days of the Spanish conquests. It
will not change as long as the pass through the mountains exists. It must be
protected; hence the present and continued necessity for a military post of im-
portance in the vicinity of El Paso.

Six railroads—four American and two Mexican—converge in El Paso. If this
place is left unprotected, raids on the American railroads would seriously inter-
fere with the transcontinental railway traffic of the country.
The permanency of a fort at El Paso is based upon natural laws which do not

change. It is the "key to the arch."

NECESSITY FOR MORE LAND

The size of the reservation is too small at present for the housing and training
of the troops stationed there. We are now and have for some time been using
privately owned land for training purposes. Its use is imperative for the proper
training of any troops stationed at Fort Bliss. As it is, the Government uses the
land and has done so for the last nine years, and the owners, private individuals,
pay the taxes on it, which is manifestly unfair. Should the permission to use the
privately owned land be withdrawn, all training would be seriously interfered
with and much of it would have to cease entirely.
In addition to the Regular troops stationed at Fort Bliss, the personnel of the

National Guard and the Organized Reserves located within four or five hundred
miles of Fort Bliss are trained at this station.

July 1, 1923, authority was granted to lease part of the privately owned land—
the Ascarate tract—used daily by troops of the command. (Copies of the lease
are attached.)

Should any kind of an emergency arise involving the United States either
directly or indirectly with its neighbor on the south, the importance of Fort
Bliss and the necessity for increasing the number of troops stationed there would
immediately arise. The size of the Government reservation being too small for
the needs of the present garrison, it is apparent that it would be still less adequate
for the increased garrison which must certainly be sent the re in case of an
emergency.

THE AIR SERVICE LANDING FIELD

Among the troops stationed at Fort Bliss is the Twelfth Observation Squadron.
The landing field used by this organization is on private property, consisting of
the Morehead tract, the School of Mines tract, and part of th6 Meisel tract.
(See map No. 2.) It is not even under lease by' the Government. The field
is absolutely essential not only for the proper training of the Twelfth Squadron
but for the training of the National Guard and members of the Organized Re-
serves. It is the only field in the immediate vicinity on which planes can safely
land day or night. It is used by all kinds of airplanes, military and nonmilitary.
it is on one of the best coast-to-coast air routes, particularly so in wintertime.
Its importance will continue to increase with the development of flying. It
must not only be used and eventually enlarged, but it must be protected. The
landing field is available for the use of Air Postal Route Service, and because
of its advantageous location it will probably be used for that purpose the year
round.
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The Air Service barracks and four hangars have already been built on the
edge of the present reservation adjoining the Morehead tract (aviation landing
field). This installation is expensive. The landing field is in good, serviceable
condition and no added expense will be required.
From a tactical point of view the landing field is of special importance. By

holding in readiness a considerable force at Fort Bliss and by constant airplane
reconnaissance of the border, any concentration or hostile movement on the
other side can be detected in sufficient time to send troops in sufficient force by
rail to a threatened point, thus giving the best practical protection to American
settlements along the border and avoiding the tactical mistakes of widely sep-
arating the forces, which would result in weakness at all points.

ARTILLERY RANGE A NECESSITY

Part of the training of the troops at Fort Bliss is in the practical handling of
artillery. This training is necessary also for the National Guard and Organized
Reserves that are sent to Fort Bliss for instruction.
In order to carry on this training an artillery firing range is essential. This

range is at present located partly on leased ground and partly on unleased
privately owned ground. The necessity for it is permanent. It should be
located entirely on Government-owned land. In this way it would always be
available; otherwise its use may be lost to the Government or procured only
at a greatly increased price. The Ascarate tract is necessary for the above
purpose and for a maneuvering ground.

TRAINING IN GENERAL

The troops stationed at Fort Bliss and most of the National Guard and Or-
ganized Reserves sent there for training belong to the Cavalry or are organiza-
tions which are component parts of a Cavalry division. The most important
feature of cavalry is its mobility. Without mobility it is unable to function
as cavalry should. In training mounted troops it is necessary to have consider-
able ground in order to develop the vital feature of mobility. At present the
Government-owned portion of the Fort Bliss reservation is entirely inadequate
for this indispensable training. The land asked for will remedy this serious
defect.

ECONOMY

It is a certainty that the land asked for can not be procured at a later time for
less than it can be bought now. The land is absolutely essential to the strate-
gically important post of Fort Bliss. To repeat, the natural features of the coun-
try and the location of the international boundary make it certain that a military
force will always be maintained at this place and it appears, therefore, that it is
false economy to put off the purchase of the necessary ground until prices be-
come higher, or to pay the money out in driblets in the form of rent.

Recently, a new concrete road has been constructed by the county of El Paso,
as shown on the map. It is the expressed intention of the owners of the land that,
if it is not purchased by the Government, they will subdivide it into lots and it
will be sold as an addition to El Paso.
The Government will save money by making the purchase as soon as possible.
The Moorehead, Meisel, and Texas School of Mines tracts (all adjoining)are

used, not only as a landing field for the Air Service but the land in these three
small tracts is the only available ground where that part of the Cavalry division
stationed at Fort Bliss can be assembled as a unit for reviews and other close order
formations, so necessary as disciplinary drills for a command of this size,
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